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Canton Ecumenical

Shunk UMC

St. John’s UMC

Ward UMC

A Way Forward In Unity
With Bishop Jeremiah J. Park

A Holy Christian Conversation about “A Way

Forward In Unity” regarding the future of our

denominational approach to human sexuality

will be held in Blossburg on Saturday, Sept. 15th

at Blossburg UMC from 9:30am to noon.

This Holy Christian Conversation will include:

- Devotions with our District Superintendent

- A presentation on the Way Forward proposals

- A time of questions and answers with Bishop

Park, afterward, congregational leaders will

learn about resources available to our local

churches for continuing the conversation.

The Williamsport District Holy Christian

Conversation will take place at:

Blossburg United Methodist Church

108 N Williamson Rd., Blossburg, PA 16912

Saturday, September 15th 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.

You may register for this event online by going

to the Susquehanna Conference website at:

www.susumc.org. Go to the “Events” menu on

the right side of the home page and select “Holy

Christian Conversations.”

Other dates and times are scheduled for each

district in our conference. If for some reason

you are unable be in Blossburg on September 15th,

you may attend another event.

You may also find more information on the

Susquehanna Conference web site by clicking

on “Praying our Way Forward.”

All Parish Combined 

Worship and Picnic

Sunday, September 9th 10:30am

at the Parsonage

Come one, come all with a heart for worship

and a dish to pass! Sunday, September 9, we

will have a combined service at the parsonage

(45 E. Union St., Canton) at 10:30am! All four

churches will unite as the one body of Christ to

worship and break bread together. Hot dogs,

hamburgers, rolls will be provided. Bring some

chairs and a dish to share!

Support Susquehanna Flood Relief

Our churches can help our brothers and sisters

effected by the flooding throughout our

Conference by giving to the Susquehanna Flood

Relief, advance #8055. This supports the work

of Early Response Teams (ERTs) and longer-

term recovery efforts in our Conference. All the

money designated to this advance number will

stay here in the Susquehanna Conference.

If you know of a local need, please contact the

Parish Office at (570) 673-5294.

GloryWay Quartet in Concert

A free concert will be held Friday, September 7th at

7:00pm at the Union Corners United Methodist

Church, 1965 Water Road, Towanda. A love

offering will be received. A meal will follow the

concert. GloryWay is from Mansfield, Ohio.
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The Parish Office Address is:
The Tri-County Parish:
103 North Center Street
P.O. Box 313
Canton, PA 17724
(Second Floor of Canton Ecumenical UMC)

The Office phone number is:
(570) 673-5294

(Please make sure all correspondence
is clearly marked with P.O. Box 313 as without it,
it is undeliverable by the US Postal Service and
will be returned.)

Be sure to check out our new and improved 
website!  There are pictures, videos, event 
calendars, birthday lists, past and present 
editions of the Circuit Rider and more!           
Go to:

www.tricountyparishumc.yolasite.com

Like us on Facebook! (Tri-County Parish)

Parish Office Hours:

Rev. Laura Kyler:

Monday  - Thursday

9:00 am – 3:00 pm

Certified Lay Minister Kathy Miller

Wednesday 

12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Administrative Assistant 

Brian Greenough:

Monday – Wednesday

9:00 a.m. – noon

Office Hours are subject to change due 

to emergency calls or other 

unexpected events.

Parsonage phone number:

570-673-8232

Pastor Laura’s cell phone number:

717-437-5697

Pastor Laura’s e-mail address:

lkyler@susumc.org

Kathy Miller’s Contact Information:

570-398-7672 (Home)

272-202-9053 (cell)

E-mail address: 

kaydeemi@hotmail.com

Brian’s e-mail address: 

(Parish business)

tricountyparishumc@gmail.com

The Circuit Rider is available by e-mail.  If you would like

to have your copy delivered by e-mail, please contact the 

parish office or send an e-mail to Brian at:                    

tricountyparishumc@gmail.com.  

Please help us conserve paper!

The Circuit Rider is also available at: 

www.tricountyparishumc.yolasite.com. 

The Circuit Rider is a monthly publication

of the Tri-County Parish.

Contributors:

Suzi Fisher, Brian Greenough, Laura Kyler, 

Kathy Miller, Andrea Sutton, Susan Stull, 

and Dana Vermilya. 

Items for the newsletter can be sent to your 

church’s contact person or by e-mail to Brian at: 

tricountyparishumc@gmail.com

The Deadline for the October, 2018 issue is 

Wednesday, September 19, 2018.

If a member of your family or a friend is hospitalized,

please contact the parish office (570-673-5294) as soon as

possible. (you can leave a message after office hours)

Pastor Laura and Kathy would like to make a visit, but

since hospitals discharge patients so quickly, we need to

know as soon as possible when your family member is in

the hospital. Also, if you or a member of your family

would like to receive Holy Communion at home, please

let us know so Pastor Laura can arrange a visit. No one

should go without this important sacrament in their lives.

mailto:lkyler@susumc.org
mailto:MrsPastorwho@aol.com
mailto:tricountyparishumc@gmail.com
http://www.tricountyparishumc.yolasite.com/
mailto:tricountyparishumc@gmail.com


It’s the time of year when students of all ages are heading back to school. Teachers, staff, and

volunteers are returning to those hallowed halls while bus drivers and mechanics head back to the

garages. There is something special, something exciting, about buying new school clothes and new

school supplies. Remember the stiffness of new blue jeans? The smell of “Pink Pearl” erasers, the

best eraser?!

This time of “new beginnings” doesn’t have to be just for those returning to the halls of education.

This can be a time of new beginnings for all of us. The time is upon us when the individual churches

are seeking new officers to help lead us. The typical term begins January 1 and is for a three year

commitment. These new leaders will work together with some who have been on Council for a year

or two to discern where God is directing us and to plot out the course that gets us there!

With God’s guidance, Moses selected Joshua, trained him, and relied on him to lead the Israelites into

the Promised Land of Canaan. More importantly, Moses counted on Joshua to remain faithful in

worshiping God and following God’s instructions. The churches of the Tri-County Parish have been

raising up leaders for about 580 years! (That is over 125 years for each church!) Are you one of the

leaders who will guide our churches in the next season of life? If you are a leader, who is the

“Joshua” you have been mentoring? If you feel God has called you to be a leader, how are you

worshiping God with your “everyday, ordinary…walking-around life” (Romans 12:1-2, the

Message)?

I would encourage you - whether you are Moses, the experienced leader and mentor; Joshua, the up

and coming leader and mentee; or the newly called, not sure where you fit but desiring to serve – to

spend some time in prayer and devotion, considering what God is asking of you and how you can

best serve the congregation and community you call your own. You might rekindle some of the same

feelings of excitement you felt at the start of a new school year, or a new sense of purpose. If you feel

called to serve, talk to one of your church leaders, to Kathy, or to me. Any one of us would be glad to

connect you to where your gifts and talents can best be used. Pray about it, won’t you?

God’s Blessings,  

Pastor Laura

PS.  If you want to read more about Moses and Joshua, try turning to Deuteronomy 31!

PPS.  Don’t worry about making mistakes, we are even more forgiving than a Pink Pearl!

PPPS. One of the “new” things we are trying is a combined service and cookout at the parsonage, 

Sunday, September 9, at 10:30am. How nice it will be to worship with everyone together! Come with 

a heart to worship and a dish to pass! Hope to see you there! 
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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Rev. Laura Kyler
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Minister’s Musings
By Kathy Miller

I found this article dated 10/10/17, from the Tampa Bay Times, Time Staff. 

“According to the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, William Joe Johnson, 26, on 

Thursday stole an undisclosed amount of money from the Achieva Credit Union.

Johnson entered the bank just before 11am, approached the teller, implied he had 

a gun and told the teller to give him cash, according to deputies. He ran from the 

store with the cash.

After an investigation, deputies found him at a hotel. In an interview, detectives 

said Johnson told them he needed money and searched on Google “how to rob a 

bank.” 

It seems Google has an answer to every question we might think to pose to it. But 

that doesn’t mean that the advice gleaned ought to be followed, or that the 

questions we pose should have been asked in the first place.

In life, we tend to find what we are looking for. The Bible offers answers to the best 

questions we might ask; questions like: What is my purpose? What is God like? 

Can I be sure that I have eternal life? To those asking the best questions, Jesus 

said, “Ask and it will be given to you: seek and you will find; knock and the door 

will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7)

The Bible doesn’t answer every question we might ask but it does answer every 

question we should be asking.  (Copyright 2017 Illustration Exchange, All rights 

reserved)

Do you have question you need to ask? Have you searched the Word for the 

answers? Have you prayed for the answers? God is always listening!

“Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea, hear me and answer me.” 

Psalm 55:1-2a

______________________________________________________________________

Exciting new things will be happening in the months ahead. Stay tuned!!

__________________________________________________________________

To all who are returning to school or college and those who are just beginning the 

adventure of attending school or college, I wish you an exciting year!!

Yours in Christ,

Kathy
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St. John’s News
By Andrea Sutton

Well it is back to school once again and the month of August has been a very busy one for the 

members of the congregation.

First members enjoyed a wonderful breakfast at the Unruh’s. The crowd was small, but the 

blessings were large. And of course the hospitality and food was great!

Next members received a list of items which students needed to go back to school. A 

collection was started and as usual, members out did themselves by having more supplies 

delivered to the church than was needed for the 10 bags that were made up for the students 

going back to school in our congregation. They were blessed by Rev. Laura and she did a 

wonderful job.

We also made a carrier filled with supplies for a student who attends Mansfield University 

and is majoring in nursing. Right, Alyssa.

Speaking of Alyssa, her and Will Unruh announced their engagement. They will be married 

sometime next year. Congratulations to them both and the parents and grandparents.

A church picnic was also held at the home of Jim and Bev Unruh. Lots of great food and what 

a variety! The hosts supplied the hot dogs, the Andersons the corn and members brought 

covered dish (filled of course). Beverages and table ware were also supplied by the Unruh’s. 

Denny Vermilya lead the group  in a time of fellowship, singing, and message. A great time 

was had by all.

Another wonderful event was the free breakfast served August 26 at the church before the 

worship service which feature Susan and her friends. Susan Klein is from Nanticoke and her 

friends always seem to accompany her to the delight of the children and those young at heart. 

They had everyone laughing, but a message of trusting in God no matter where or when was 

part of the event.

Thank you to Dody and Ed Smith for a delicious, as usual, breakfast.

The kids are off to school so drive safely. Since vacations are over, it is time to come prepared 

to make this fall one of the best times for asking others to join our congregation since we are 

getting ready for the upcoming holiday seasons. 

Another church picnic is scheduled at Don Blazer’s lake home in September. Come out to 

St. John’s and the activities which are always being held. You will be glad you did!!!!!

God bless all the sick, sorrowing and especially those who think they do not need to come to 

worship and/or think they do not need God or Jesus. How foolish, and it isn’t April fools day.



Ward News
By Dana Vermilya
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A class meeting will be held at the church on September 6th at 7:15pm.  All are encouraged 

to attend.  

We extend good wishes to all of our students who are returning to school. Have a great year!

Recently, I was thinking about the dog days of summer. That is what I’ve been told it’s called 

when the rattlesnakes are shedding their skin and, therefore, do not rattle. If you’re in 

rattlesnake country during this time, you need to be more cautious. You won’t hear the 

warning before you step on the snake, which we all know is something you want to avoid. As 

I thought about this, isn’t that sort of how it is with the devil?  Doesn’t he lie silently waiting 

for that opportunity to strike? It might be when you’re stressed, when you’re tired, or just 

when we get caught up in life. We all lead such busy lives. It’s so easy to get caught up in the 

everyday and lose sight of what our focus should be. It’s easy to move through the day and 

not take that time to pray. Do you automatically turn to God with your everyday needs and 

routines, or do you try to take things on and conquer all alone? Is it your plan or God’s plan?  

It is at these times when we are caught up in our own lives that it’s so easy for the devil to 

strike. The negative thoughts are planted, harsh words are used, unkind actions are acted 

upon, patience go out the window...you know the story. It’s so easy to fall prey to these 

things. So, how do we get ourselves out of this hold and not fall victim? That leads me to 

another snake story. Some friends of ours occasionally get snakes in their house. They 

recently spoke with someone who said they could come look things over and help try to 

relocate the snakes and also discourage them from making this basement a home. Because 

they are proactive, it was decided that the people would get an aquarium to put any snakes in 

that were found prior to the man arriving. They caught a snake and put it in the aquarium 

with the lid on. There was a space in the top so something was taped over this. Suddenly, 

when going by the aquarium, they noticed that the snake was gone. It was strong enough that 

it pushed that taped portion open and got out of the aquarium. Oh no!  As we look at this, 

isn’t it true that we can’t control the devil and keep him caged? What we can do is not let him 

bother us. Keep our focus, and whether he is free in the house or caged up, he won’t be able 

to affect our lives. Now, there’s one more part to this story. Upon closer inspection, it wasn’t 

just found that the aquarium was empty. As the snake escaped, he left something behind. His 

skin! The snake skin got stuck on the tape and he shed as he moved out through.  I think this 

can be used to demonstrate two things for us. First, it can serve as a reminder that the devil 

can shed his skin and show up in so many different forms. More importantly, it reminds us 

that sometimes we need to shed that skin. We need to let go of all those things we carry 

around with us. We need to slide out of the everyday chaos that we get caught up in and keep 

our focus where it really needs to be. We need to take the time, however hard it is to find, and 

pray about the things before us. After all, it’s not my will be done; it’s Thy will be done. 

While I hope you aren’t the one facing the silent rattlesnake or wondering where that slick 

little creature ended up in your house, I do hope you’re able to walk with awareness and keep 

sight on the “snakes” you face, all while having the strength to face them as well as the 

courage to lean on the Lord and trust his plan.



Canton Ecumenical News
By Brian Greenough

Our annual Ice Cream Social was held on Tuesday, August 14th. We hosted a great group of

folks in our dining room who enjoyed the pulled pork sandwiches; macaroni, potato, and

cucumber salads, potato chips, and ice cream with a variety of toppings. We served about 80

meals including several take-outs. Proceeds from our community dinners help support our

missions.

The Canton Food Pantry item for September is saltine crackers. Thank you for your

continued faithfulness to this local ministry. Your donations are helping people in need right

here in our community! Your generosity is a blessing to those in need.

On Sunday, September 9th we will be joining with the other churches in our parish at a

combined worship service at the parsonage at 10:30am. Please bring a chair and a dish to

pass.

Sunday, September 16th will be Mission Sunday. Your generous donations help us support

our mission outreach locally and globally.

Adult Sunday School is currently on Summer recess. The School will resume on Sunday,

September 16th. We thank Susan Stull for leading our classes.

Our annual Harvest Supper will be Thursday, October 18th. Please mark your calendars as

we look forward to seeing you and your friends there.
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Williamsport District 

VIM Opportunity

This is a Volunteers in Mission opportunity to

share the love and hope offered by Jesus Christ

with those whose homes and lives were

destroyed by flooding caused by Hurricane

Matthew in October 2016. Even though it has

been nearly two years since Hurricane Matthew,

many people are still out of their homes and

waiting for help. Join us as we seek to make a

Christian difference in this community!

This mission trip will be Sunday, September 16th

through Saturday, September 22nd, 2018 to

Tarboro, North Carolina. The cost is $175. To

request an application packet, please contact

John Best at jmbest2@gmail.com. Team size is

limited to 25.

Williamsport District Youth Hike

Youth from our Williamsport District are

invited to join trail guides Pastor Rich Hanlon,

Pastor Thad Sales, Pastor Steven Small and

Pastor Josh Davinsizer for a hiking adventure

along Barbour Rock Trail which contains

breathtaking views from the West Rim of the

Pine Creek Gorge. Event will start Saturday,

October 27th at 10am.

We’ll explore unique and beautiful qualities of

creation and celebrate God’s blessings with a

brief devotion at Barbour Rock vista. This is an

easy two-mile hike on a relatively level trail.

Expected timeframe is 10am-noon.

To register please contact Pastor Rich Hanlon at

412-992-6648 or Rhanlon@susumc.org.



Shunk News
By Suzi Fisher

Please be careful pulling out of the church parking lot!

School has started all ready. Where did the summer go? Let’s say some extra prayers for the 

students, bus drivers, teachers and helpers as they begin a new year.

This is an open invitation to everyone in our church/parish to come join the Prayer Warriors every 

Wednesday at 11 AM at Canton Ecumenical. This is for men and women. It is a wonderful group! 

You do not have to pray out loud if you don’t want to. It is a very special time of lifting up praises 

and concerns. Yes, I know….we do that every Sunday during our church service. This is more 

personable for lack of a better word. Join us on Wednesday and find out for yourself.  

Sept. 9  - Combined worship service at the Parsonage (45 E. Union St., Canton) at 10:30 AM.  All 

churches will be united in one service. Hot dogs, hamburgers, rolls will be provided. Please bring a 

dish to pass and chairs.

Sept. 20 – Shunk Ad Council Meeting at 2 PM

Oct. 10- Church/Charge Conference at 1st Troy UMC, 6:30 PM.  All are welcome!
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Family Impact Conference
Helping Parents and Youth 

Understand Today’s Issues

Parents, Youth Workers and Youth are invited to

attend this event at St. Paul's UMC, Red Lion.

This conference will be held on Saturday,

September 22, 10am-4pm at St. Paul’s UMC,

45 First Ave, Red Lion, PA.

The presenter will be Dr. Walt Mueller from

The Center for Parent/Youth Understanding. Dr.

Mueller has spoken all over the world about

today’s youth culture. There is no charge for the

conference and lunch will be served.

Pre-registration is requested by September 7.

Register by calling the church (717-244-2355)

or by visiting the church website at

www.saintpauls-um.com.

Greenwood Valley Boys in Concert

A free concert will be held Saturday, Sept. 15th at

6:00pm at the Pine Run UMC, 1719 Pine Run

Road, Linden. A free-will offering will be received.

2019 Trip to Sierra Leone
Susquehanna Conference Trip Being Planned

The Sierra Leone Initiative’s 2019 trip to Sierra

Leone tentatively scheduled from mid-January

to near the end of the month promises three

exciting opportunities. The initial meeting of

the team will be Sunday, September 16th at 3pm

at Calvary UMC, Harrisburg. For more

information, please contact the parish office.

Williamsport District

Vital Conversations
“Building the Beloved Community”

This event will be held Tuesday, September 18th

at 7:00pm at St. Paul Calvary UMC, Memorial

Ave., Williamsport. All are welcome for a time

of respectful dialogue with people from a

variety of racial, cultural and faith perspectives.

There is no charge, but please contact Rev.

Lenore Hosier at lhosier@susumc.org or by

phone at 717-479-2544 if you plan to attend to

ensure enough seating and resources.
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Tri-County Parish
September Birthdays and Anniversaries

Canton Ecumenical
1 - Emily Grace Wilcox

9 - Marge Wood

10 - Kristi Robertson

13 - Lida Parfitt, Bobbee Wilcox

14 - Joan Davison

16 - Brant Buchanan

17 - Beth Acampora

20 - Terry (Bassett) Seeley

22 - Mike Harkness, Jr.

26 - Beldin Kyler

30 - Dianne Stiles

Anniversaries: 
9 - Roger and Joyce Castle

16 - Wayne and Mary Bronson

Ward
1 - Sylvia Betzer

3 - Tess Smith

7 - Harry Fisher

8 - Sarah Rockwell

11 - Karen Coles

12 - Angela Sechrist, James Tompkins

13 - Debbie Elliott

14 - Dana Vermilya, Becky Kilmer Metzler

15 - Dave Shedden

26 - Beldin Kyler

Anniversaries:
9 - Charles and Teresa Shedden

15 - Jeff and Angie Sechrist

16 - Harry and Nancy Fisher

30 - Dave and Maxine Shedden

St. John’s
1 - Cecil Kneller, Devon Beeler

4 - Jackie Deljonavan

5 - Theresa Stimson

6 - LaVonne McNett, Alyssa Blazer, 

Carl Sutton

7 - Carol Kneller

9 - Crawford Holmes

12 - Dick Turner

18 - Barb Avery

26 - Beldin Kyler

27 - Andrea Sutton

Anniversaries:
7 - Don and Anna Mary Heller

18 - Cecil and Carol Kneller

Shunk
26 - Beldin Kyler

Anniversaries:
9 - Darwin and Phyllis Higley

If you have corrections or additions to this list, 

contact Pastor Laura or the Parish office immediately 

so we can keep this list is as accurate as possible.
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Lectionary for September 2018

September 2: (Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost)

Song of Solomon 2:8-13

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 or Psalm 72

James 1:17-27

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

September 16: (Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost)

Proverbs 1:20-33

Psalm 19

James 3:1-12

Mark 8:27-38

September 30: (Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost)

Ester 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22

Psalm 124

James 5:13-20

Mark 9:38-50

September 9: (Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost)

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

Psalm 125 or Psalm 124

James 2:1-10(11-13), 14-17

Mark 7:24-37 

September 23: (Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost)

Proverbs 31:10-31

Psalm 1

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

Mark 9:30-37


