
1 Corinthians 13- Christmas Version
Author Unknown

From “The Fishwrapper,”Mailing/Online Edition, December 16, 2014

(Paraphrased)

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights and shiny 

balls, but do not show love to my family, I’m just another decorator.

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet 

meals and arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do not show love to my 

family, I’m just another cook.

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all I have to charity, 

but do not show love to my family, it profits me nothing.

If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend myriad 

holiday parties and sing in the choir but do not focus on Christ, I have missed the point.

~Love stops the cooking to hug the child.

~Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the spouse.

~Love is kind, though harried and tired.

~Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated Christmas china and table 

linens.

~Love doesn’t yell at the children to get out of the way, but is thankful they are there to 

be in the way.

~Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in return, but rejoices in giving to 

those who can’t.

~Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

~Love never fails.

Glassware will break, toys will be lost, golf clubs will rust.  But giving the gift of love will 

endure.
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The Parish Office Address is:
The Tri-County Parish:
103 North Center Street
P.O. Box 313
Canton, PA 17724
(Second Floor of Canton Ecumenical Parish)

The Office phone number is:
(570) 673-5294

(Please make sure all correspondence
is clearly marked with P.O. Box 313 as without it,
it is undeliverable by the US Postal Service and
will be returned.)

Be sure to check out our new and improved 
website!  There are pictures, videos, event 
calendars, birthday lists, past and present 
editions of the Circuit Rider and more!           
Go to:

www.tricountyparishumc.yolasite.com

Like us on Facebook! (Tri-County Parish)

Parish Office Hours:

Pastor Jerry Schmidt:

Monday  - Thursday

9:00 am – 3:00 pm

Certified Lay Minister Kathy Miller

Wednesday 

12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Administrative Assistant 

Paula Schmidt:

Monday – Thursday

9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Office Hours are subject to change due 

to emergency calls or other 

unexpected events.

Parsonage phone number:

570-673-8232

Pastor Jerry’s cell phone number:

717-571-1159

Pastor Jerry’s e-mail address:

Pastorwho@aol.com

Kathy Miller’s Contact Information:

570-398-7672 (Home)

570-916-7691 (Cell)

E-mail address: 

kaydeemi@hotmail.com

Paula’s e-mail address: 

(Parish business)

tricountyparishumc@gmail.com

The Circuit Rider is available by e-mail.  If you would like

to have your copy delivered by e-mail, please contact the 

parish office or send an e-mail to Paula at:        

tricountyparishumc@gmail.com.  

Please help us conserve paper!

The Circuit Rider is also available at: 

www.tricountyparishumc.yolasite.com. 

The Circuit Rider is a monthly publication

of the Tri-County Parish.

Contributors:

Suzi Fisher, Kathy Miller, Jerry and Paula Schmidt, 

Andrea Sutton, Susan Stull, and Dana Vermilya.

Items for the newsletter can be sent to your 

church’s contact person or by e-mail to Paula at: 

tricountyparishumc@gmail.com

(Please do not send items to Paula’s AOL address)

The Deadline for the January 2017 issue is 

Wednesday, December 21, 2016.  

If a member of your family or a friend is hospitalized,

please contact the parish office (673-5294) as soon as

possible. (you can leave a message after office hours)

Pastor Jerry and Kathy would like to make a visit, but

since hospitals discharge patients so quickly, we need to

know as soon as possible when your family member is in

the hospital. Also, if you or a member of your family

would like to receive Holy Communion at home, please

let us know so Pastor Jerry can arrange a visit. No one

should go without this important sacrament in their lives.

mailto:Pastorwho@aol.com
mailto:MrsPastorwho@aol.com
mailto:tricountyparishumc@gmail.com
http://www.tricountyparishumc.yolasite.com/
mailto:tricountyparishumc@gmail.com


Pastor’s Ponderings
By Jerry Schmidt
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Greetings in the Name of the One who was born, died, and rose for our sins,

By the time you read this edition of the Circuit Rider, we will have celebrated Thanksgiving. What

things are you thankful for this year? Your home, family, and friends? These are the things that most of

us list, but do you think about those who have no family, friends, and place to call their own? There are

people who have lost their family, were given up by family, or who are estranged from family. Sad but

true. Have you become an adopted family by someone who most likely treasures you?

Paula and I are thankful for the people in the churches of the Tri-County Parish, and the extended

churches in the Canton area. We are thankful for the house that you provide, and our neighbors and

friends who make it a home. We thank God often for you who make our lives comfortable and happy,

and for those who challenge us to be better, and more than we thought that we could be. We pray for

you often!

As we take a breath after Thanksgiving, we realize that we are in the season of Advent. The four

Sundays that we prepare ourselves, heart and soul, for the coming of the source of Salvation, the

Messiah, who is Jesus Christ. We don't plop a bowl of ingredients into a cake pan, and bake it. Some

recipes need close attention paid to what gets mixed with what, the consistency of the butter and other

ingredients, etc. We don't nail a piece of trim around a door, and then cut it to fit. We prepare the

surface, and cut the trim, then dry-fit it. When all is good, we fasten it. We don't meet with someone

without preparing ourselves first by showering and making ourselves presentable.

We should not rush the seasons of our lives, and the church year. This is a time to ready ourselves for

the Messiah to again reside in our hearts. Ecclesiastes 3 gives us a sense of being patient and honoring

each season, while Philippians 4:8 tells us to focus on what is pure and good. If we rush the season, we

miss the opportunity to prepare.

Not many of us are ready for Christmas. There is decorating, baking, buying, wrapping, visiting, and a

whole list of other things that we need to do to get ready for Jesus' birthday. Take the time in the

busyness of these next days and weeks to focus again on what it means to be a follower of Christ Jesus.

Many of us haven't caught up from the last season. We haven't got the outside furniture inside and

covered up. We haven't put our summer cloths away, and replaced them with our warmer ones. Some of

us haven't even started our spring cleaning, let alone our fall cleaning. Please use these next weeks to

prepare for the coming of Christ so that our Christmas season that starts on December 25 can be all that

God wants it to be for us.

May God bless each one of you this Advent and Christmas season. May you feel the love of God, and

share that love with others because you are too full to contain the love of Christ in your life. Continue to

be the neighbor that God is calling you to be in your personal life settings, be it a personal care home,

work, or in the celebrations and tragedies of life.

Trying to make a difference
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Parish News

Advent and Christmas Events 2016

The Heart of Christmas-Christmas Celebration Conglomeration

December 1- 7 p.m.; December 2- 7 and 8:30 p.m.; December 3- 3 and 7 p.m.

Free Tickets are available at Canton Church of Christ, Canton Independent

Sentinel, and MC/Gannon Insurance, Troy.

Sunday, December 4-

Shunk Christmas Party- immediately following church. Please bring a $1-$2 gift

for the gift exchange and a dish to pass.

Ward Angel Tree Service- Supper Served at 5:30 p.m., service follows.
St. John’s and Grover Church of Christ- Annual Soup, Salad, Sandwich 

Supper at Grover Church of Christ, 6 p.m.   

December 8, 9, & 10- “A Cricket County Christmas.” at Grover Church of 

Christ.  Tickets available only from the Church of Christ.

Sunday, December 11- Canton Ecumenical Annual Crismon Service at 11 a.m.

Friday, December 16- Annual Parsonage Open house, 4-7 p.m. (please note the 

new day and time)

Saturday, December 17- St. John’s Adult Sunday School Class Christmas Party. 

Watch the bulletin for details.

Sunday, December 18- Ward Christmas Program during the worship service.  

Cookie hour to follow.

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services:

Ward UMC: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7 p.m. Christmas Day Service 

9:30 a.m.

St. John’s UMC- Christmas Eve Service 6:30 p.m.  No Christmas Day Service.

Shunk UMC- Christmas Eve Service 8:00 p.m.  Christmas Day Service 11:00 a.m.

Canton Ecumenical- Christmas Eve Service 11:00 p.m. No Christmas Day 

Service.

Please watch the bulletin carefully for any changes that might happen after the 

printing of this newsletter.
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Shunk News
By Suzi Fisher

Christmas Party – Sunday, Dec. 4, after service.  Please bring a dish to pass and a $1-

$2 gift for the fun gift exchange

Annual Christmas Open House – at the Parsonage on Friday, Dec. 16, 4-7 pm. 

Christmas Eve Schedule will be in bulletin and/or this issue.

Operation Christmas Child shoebox collection has ended.  Thank you to all who 

participated!  

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 

clothes and lying in a manger.” ~An Angel, Luke 2:10-12

Read more: http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/21-inspirational-christian-

christmas-quotes/#ixzz3rtWByYV3

Merry Christmas!!!!

Canton Ecumenical News
By Paula Schmidt

The Canton Food Pantry item for December is Jelly/Jam (smaller jars) First Choice is

grape, second is strawberry. Thank you for your faithfulness to this local ministry, helping

people in need right here in our community! Your generosity is greatly appreciated by the

needy in our town.

Join us for our Monthly Dinner on Tuesday, December 13 Our meal will feature Meatloaf,

Baked Potatoes, Vegetable, Beverage, and Dessert. The price is still a bargain at $6.00 per

person. Take outs are available. Come enjoy food and fellowship with your friends and

neighbors.

Our Trick-or Treat Night was a big success! There was no candy at all left by the time it

was over!! 240 bags of candy, plus coffee, drinks and snacks were passed out. A big

thank-you to Joyce Castle and Donna Strout who handled things this year!!

http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/21-inspirational-christian-christmas-quotes/#ixzz3rtWByYV3
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Ward News
By Dana Vermilya

Ward is holding its Angel Tree Service on December 4th at 5:30pm. We will have

dinner and then the service will follow. Please make sure you get your angels to me

along with any pictures that you want to be displayed.

Thank you to everyone who helped pack Operation Christmas Child boxes. With the

boxes you packed at home and the boxes we packed at church, we were able to send a

total of 40 boxes.

The Ward Business meeting will be held on December 8 at 7:15pm. The meeting will

be held at the home of Dianna Thompson. This is a nice meeting to attend as we give

many donations to different organizations this time of year. We hope you are able to

attend and help us decide who we are able to support this year.

Ward will have its Christmas program during the morning worship service on

December 18th. Cookie hour will follow the program.
3

Ward will hold its annual Christmas Eve service at 7:00pm on December 24. It’s a

great time to celebrate the season with friends and family and see the church

decorations by candlelight.

I can’t believe that I am already writing the December edition. As we think about the

holidays, what comes to mind for you? For me, there are definitely memories that I

hold dear and moments that I look forward to each year. The family Christmas

parties that we have every year (and for my family, there are many) are the days that I

most look forward to. When we have the opportunity to spend time with family, I

cherish every moment. Ronnie and I both have large families and I am so thankful

that my children get to grow up as a part of these families. Not everyone has the

opportunity to go to one family Christmas with 50 people in attendance and another

with 80+ in attendance. However, when I think of my favorite parts of Christmas,

there is something else that always comes to mind. That is my time at Ward Church

during the holiday season. Seeing the church decorated for the Christmas season,

presenting a Christmas program, and attending Christmas Eve service bring so much

joy to my season. This could be because of the songs, the decorations, and the

candlelight service, but I think it’s more than that. For me, the people of this church

are also part of my extended family. I have attended this church all of my life. Many

of the people here I don’t remember ever not knowing. I enjoy sharing in all of the

seasons with you, but most of all this season of Christmas; the season that gives us

hope and joy. I don’t know the year for sure, but I think that I was in high school

when we began our Christmas Eve service. I don’t think there has been a year when

we haven’t had a full house that evening.
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(Continued from page 7)

There’s just something about being in Ward Church for a service of this kind that

makes you not want to miss it. Don’t you agree? When the service ends, I always

have a hard time just rushing out the door. I want to stay there and visit with my

“extended family” even though I know that my children should be going home and

getting ready for bed. It is so hard to pull myself away from this wonderful place. I

don’t think I’m alone in considering the people here to be like family. After all, I

recall a Christmas Eve several years ago where many of us stayed at the church

after the service and enjoyed games, food, and good times. Is it like this in every

church? I don’t think that it is. I think that this is not something that happens

naturally at a church the way that it does at ours. This is one of our strengths.

However, as I look at my Norman family, we are constantly growing. While we did

not grow in numbers in 2015, we have grown by three in 2016. So, is our church

family constantly growing? That is a hard question to answer because it has grown

some. An example of that is, of course, the birth of Joanna. But, is there a way that

we can continue to grow? This is a question that, I believe, becomes part of the

vitality work that we are beginning. So, how will our church grow in the next year?

Of course, I have my ideas, but I do not have an answer to that question. Perhaps

inviting someone in during this Christmas season to attend a worship service,

Christmas program, or our Christmas Eve service would be the encouragement that

someone needs. After all, the more people that hear about the birth of our Savior,

the better our world will be. Let’s continue to “Go Tell it on the Mountain”! Merry

Christmas and thank you for being part of my family.

The view up the mountain during the first 

snow of the season.

Children’s sermon 11-20-16

What does your hat say about you?
Pictures courtesy of Paula Schmidt



Yearly, our church family holds a free Thanksgiving dinner, open to the community. This year we

worked hard and thanks to Dody and Marsha, we had a very successful meal. We were set up for

96 and as the night unfolded, we had to set up for around 150. But that was great. Everyone filled

their plates with turkey, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce, corn, squash, Waldorf salad, cole slaw,

rolls, butter, beverages, and homemade pies of all varieties. After the meal was complete and the

workers cleaned up the kitchen, we all headed to the program for the evening which was the

Jacob Brothers. who did their Christmas show. It was great. We even got to sing along with them.

Hope to do it again next year. Bigger and better..

The Christmas band is starting the first week in Dec. Can't wait to hear them. They always add

just that little special touch to the music and worship service.

A Christmas party for the adult Sunday school class is scheduled for Dec. 17. It will be held at

Kelley's once again this year. More details in the bulletin.

Thank you to Beverly and Jim Unruh for hosting the monthly prayer breakfast. It is always a

meaningful time for those who attend.

In Sunday school, on a very windy and snowy day, we all noted what we are thankful for what

God has given us. A brief history of the first Thanksgiving was given and then the many blessings

God allows us to have was discussed. We hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving. Remember to

count your blessings daily and when you arise from your sleep, give thanks.

Advent is coming and it will be around 30 days before Christmas and the son of God came to

earth as a baby. Rejoice!

Two people from our congregation are taking part in the Christmas Celebration Conglomeration

at the Church of Christ. Please support them and come out and join in the celebration.

Christians know that everyone is very busy at this time, but remember "Jesus is the Reason for

the season."
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St. John’s News
By Andrea Sutton

The light shining through our front 

door makes the cross on the wall!  
Meagan Eagleberger plays “Amazing Grace”

Pictures courtesy of Paula Schmidt and Beverly Unruh
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The Star of Christmas
By Rebecca Hutchings 11/30/07

From the Fishwrapper, December 16, 2014 Mailing/Online Edition

As you hear sweet carols sung

and Christmas Day draws nigh,

join with us remembering

the Star that led the wise.

Let it’s brilliant light direct 

your heart in this proud age

from the things that would distract

to look at hist’rys page.

Magi thought a mighty king

would in a palace be,

but Jerusalem was not 

picked for this majesty.

Bethlehem, a little town,

not great in wealth or size,

felt the finger of God’s grace

point to it from the skies.

Star of Morning, Prince of Peace

all men long for your sight.

Guide them by Your Spirit, Lord,

through darkness into light.

Here amid the lofty lies

That blind men in these times,

show us mercy at the cross

where heaven’s wisdom shines.

Like Jerusalem, our pride

is not where faith is born.

Hearts lit by humility

see Christ on Christmas morn.
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You Gotta Laugh!
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Interrupted
By Max Lucado

He came, not as a flash of light or as an unapproachable conqueror, but

as one whose first cries were heard by a peasant girl and a sleepy

carpenter. God tapped humanity on its collective shoulder.

“Pardon me,” He said, and eternity interrupted time, divinity interrupted

carnality, and heaven interrupted the earth in the form of a baby.

Christianity was born in one big heavenly interruption.

Tradition
By Dave Barry

Once again we find ourselves enmeshed in the Holiday Season, that very

special time of year when we join with our loved ones in sharing

centuries-old traditions such as trying to find a parking space at the mall.

We traditionally do this in my family by driving around in the parking lot

until we see a shopper emerge from the mall, then we follow her, in very

much the same spirit as the Three Wise Men, who 2,000 years ago

followed a star, until it led them to a parking space.

Life
Author unknown

Life is a book of volumes – Three

The past – the present – and the yet to be.:

The first is written and laid away.

The second we are writing day by day:

The next and the last of the volumes Three –

Is locked from sight – God holds the key.
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Gingerbread Cut-Out Cookies
From Simply Seven Cookbook

Ingredients:

3/4 cup brown sugar, packed

1/2 cup butter

2 eggs

1/4 cup molasses

3 3/4 cups flour

1 Tablespoon pumpkin pie spice

1 1/2 teaspoons baking soda

Directions:

Cream sugar, butter, eggs and molasses.  Stir in dry ingredients; mix well

Chill dough for one hour or until firm.

Roll out to 1/8 to 1/4 inch thickness on a floured surface.  Cut into desired shapes.

Bake on a greased baking sheet at 350 degrees for 10 minutes or until set.

Recipe for Christmas Joy
1/2 cup Hugs
4 tsp. Kisses
4 cups Love

1 cup Forgiveness
1/2 cup Peace on Earth

3 tsp. Kind Deeds
2 Cups Good will Toward Men

1 Sprig of Joyful Praise
1 Medium Sized Bag of Christmas Snowflakes

Mix hugs, kisses, smiles, and love until consistent. Blend in forgiveness, peace on

earth, kind deeds and good will toward men. Use the mixture to fill warm hearts,

where it can be stored for a lifetime. (It never goes bad!) Serve as desired, sprinkle

liberally with special Christmas snowflakes and joyful praise. It is especially good

when accompanied by Christmas Carols and family get-togethers.
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All events are subject to change.

Birthdays and Anniversaries are in italics.

27 28 29 30 1 2 3
The1st Sunday of Advent Preaching With Power Prayer Warriors 11am Cantata @ Canton COC Cantata @ Canton COC Cantata @ Canton COC

7pm 7&8:30pm 3pm & 7pm

Seth Robertson

George & Bobbee Wilcox

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
The 2nd Sunday of Advent Preaching With Power Prayer Warriors 11am Cricket Co. Christmas Cricket Co. Christmas Cricket Co. Christmas

Shunk Christmas Party after worship St. John's Bible Study Grover COC Grover COC Grover COC

Soup/Salad/Sandwich 6:30pm

at Grover COC 6:30pm

Ward Angel Tree Service 5:30pm

Jesse Lattimer

Deb Avery

Paul Machmer Hudson Ward Zoey Morse Dori Fisher

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
The 3rd Sunday of Advent Preaching with Power Grad. Prayer Warriors 11am Parsonage Open House St. John's SS Christmas Party

CEP Monthly Dinner 5 pm St. John's Bible Study 4-7 pm

Meatloaf & Baked Potatoes 6:30pm

Cailin Robertson

Charlie Johns Joan Lattimer

Sammy Deljonavan Peggie Acampora Beverly Unruh Marie Taylor

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

The 4th Sunday of Advent The First Day of Winter Christmas Eve Services

Ward Christmas Program Prayer Warriors 11am St. John's 6:30pm

St. John's Bible Study Ward 7 pm

6:30pm Shunk 8 pm

Courtney McNett CEP- 11 pm

Noelle Lattimer Denny Vermilya

Darwin Higley Marilyn Machmer Brian Driscoll

Brendy Higley Orin & Florence Finogle Jim Doud Reba Shepard

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Christmas Day Services Prayer Warriors 11am

Ward 9:30am St. John's Bible Study

No St. John's Service 6:30pm

Shunk 11:10am

No CEP Service Jordan Campbell

Kathy Miller Maxine Shedden

Christine Rice Phyllis Higley Mike Boyd Pete Loudenslager

Tri- County Parish Events - December 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Tri-County Parish
December Birthdays and Anniversaries

If you have corrections or additions to this list, 

contact Pastor Jerry or Paula immediately so we 

can keep this list is as accurate as possible.

Canton Ecumenical
1- Seth Robertson

7- Jesse Lattimer

11- Cailin Robertson

14- Peggie Acampora, Joan Lattimer

18- Courtney McNett, Noelle Lattimer

20- Marilyn Machmer

30- Kathy Miller

31- Jordan Campbell

Anniversaries: 

1- George & Bobbee Wilcox

20- Orin & Florence Finogle

Ward
4- Paul Machmer

7- Hudson Ward

9- Zoey Morse

16- Marie Taylor

25- Christine Rice

30- Mike Boyd, Kathy Miller

31- Maxine Shedden, Pete Loudenslager

Anniversaries:

None

Shunk
10- Dori Fisher

18- Darwin Higley

27- Phyllis Higley

30- Kathy Miller

Anniversaries:

None

St. John’s
7- Deb Avery

11- Sammy Deljonavan, Charlie Johns

15- Beverly Unruh

18- Brenda Higley

21- Jim Doud

23- Denny Vermilya, Brian Driscoll, 

Reba Shepard

30- Kathy Miller

Anniversaries:

None
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Lectionary December 2016

December 4:    (The Second Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 11: 1 – 10 

Psalm 72: 1 – 7, 18 – 19 

Romans 15: 4 –13 

Matthew 3: 1 – 12 

December 11:  (The Third Sunday of Advent)

Isaiah 35: 1 – 10 

Luke 1: 47 – 55 

James 5: 7 – 10 

Matthew 11: 2 – 11 

December 18:   (The Fourth Sunday of Advent)

Isaiah 7: 10 – 16 

Psalm 80: 1 – 7, 17 – 19 

Romans 1: 1 – 7 

Matthew 1: 18 – 25 

December 25: (Christmas Day)

Isaiah 52: 7 – 10 

Psalm 98

Hebrews 1: 1 – 4 (5 – 12)

John 1: 1 – 14 


