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Jesus is My Valentine
By Susan Y Nikitenko

Jesus is my Valentine;
I talk to Him each day.

He never, never leaves me;
and always listens when I pray.

Yes He is my Valentine;
there is no love like His.

He is the Heart of all that is;
for Him I breathe and live.

(ÅȭÓ Á 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÌÉÅÓȠ
never hurts or breaks.

He always has forgiven me;
for all my past mistakes.

If you only knew my Valentine;
you would love Him too.

For His love is always perfect;
His love is always true.

So if your heart is longing;
for a love that never ends,

for someone that is faithful;
you know you can depend, 

call upon my Valentine;
(ÅȭÌÌ ×ÁÓÈ Á×ÁÙ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÉÎȢ
He will be your Valentine;

and your dearest, dearest friend .

Background4Christian.com

Creative Commons/Busybeingblessed.com
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The Parish Office Address is:
The Tri-County Parish:
103 North Center Street
P.O. Box 313
Canton, PA 17724
(Second Floor of Canton Ecumenical Parish)

The Office phone number is:
(570) 673-5294

(Please make sure all correspondence
is clearly marked with P.O. Box 313 as without it,
it is undeliverable by the US Postal Service and
will be returned.)

Be sure to check out our new and improved 
website!  There are pictures, videos, event 
calendars, birthday lists, past and present 
editions of the Circuit Rider and more!           
Go to:

www.tricountyparishumc.yolasite.com

Like us on Facebook! (Tri-County Parish)

Parish Office Hours:

Pastor Jerry Schmidt:

Monday  - Thursday

9:00 am ï3:00 pm

Certified Lay Minister Candidate

Kathy Miller

Wednesday 

12:00 p.m. ï6:00 p.m.

Administrative Assistant 

Paula Schmidt:

Monday ïThursday

9:00 am ï12:00 pm

Office Hours are subject to change due 

to emergency calls or other 

unexpected events.

Parsonage phone number:

570-673-8232

Pastor Jerryôs cell phone number:

717-571-1159

Pastor Jerryôs e-mail address:

Pastorwho@aol.com

Kathy Millerôs Contact Information:

570-398-7672 (Home)

570-916-7691 (Cell)

E-mail address: 

kaydeemi@hotmail.com

Paulaôs e-mail address: 

(Parish business)

tricountyparishumc@gmail.com

The Circuit Rider is available by e-mail.  If you would like

to have your copy delivered by e-mail, please contact the 

parish office or send an e-mail to Paula at:        

tricountyparishumc@gmail.com.  

Please help us conserve paper!

The Circuit Rider is also available at: 

www.tricountyparishumc.yolasite.com. 

The Circuit Rider is a monthly publication

of the Tri-County Parish.

Contributors:

Suzi Fisher, Kathy Miller, Karen Robertson, 

Jerry and Paula Schmidt, Donna Strout, 

Andrea Sutton, and Beverly Wright.

Items for the newsletter can be sent to your 

churchôs contact person or by e-mail to Paula at: 

tricountyparishumc@gmail.com

(Please do not send items to Paulaôs AOL address)

The Deadline for the March 2016 issue is 

Wednesday, February 17, 2016.

If a memberof your family or a friend is hospitalized,

pleasecontact the parish office (673-5294) as soon as

possible. (you can leave a messageafter office hours)

PastorJerry and Kathy would like to makea visit, but

sincehospitalsdischargepatientsso quickly, we needto

know assoonaspossiblewhenyour family memberis in

the hospital. Also, if you or a memberof your family

would like to receiveHoly Communionat home,please

let us know so PastorJerrycanarrangea visit. No one

shouldgo without this importantsacramentin their lives.

mailto:Pastorwho@aol.com
mailto:MrsPastorwho@aol.com
mailto:tricountyparishumc@gmail.com
http://www.tricountyparishumc.yolasite.com/
mailto:tricountyparishumc@gmail.com


Pastorôs Ponderings
By Jerry Schmidt
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Greetings in the Name of the Prince of Peace,

I havebeenin much prayerconcerningthe churchesof the Tri-CountyParish. I must admit that sometimes,those

prayersarecorporatefor the wholechurcharea. I apologizeto you all for that lapsein my judgment. It is difficult to

attenda seminaror trainingsession,beaskedto usemy own example,andpick eachchurchindividually. Thereusually

is notenoughtimebuilt into thesessionsto thinkof eachspecificchurch. Hence,beingin muchprayerfor eachchurch.

I havebeenchoosingcontinuingeducationretreats,seminars,andtrainingsessions,thatspecificallyspeakto theneeds

of my heartconcerningthe growth of CEP,St. John's,Shunk,andWard United MethodistChurches. I sayMY heart

becausefor the lasteightmonthsor so,Godhasbeenworking on changingme,sothatchange,in the form of growth,

might happenin eachchurch. I haveaskedthe PPRCmembersto namea few in eachchurchwho might havesome

ideasthathavebeenunheard,or ignored. I wantthis to happenin eachchurchalone,notasaparishPPRC.

TheBishop'sretreatfor clergyandspouseswasthestrawthatbrokethecamel'sback,soto speak. I havelovedyou all

very much,but haveleft a partof my heartout of theequationwhentrying to leadeachchurch. I havealwaysknown

that eachchurchhastheir own personality,but I havenot split myself into four to satisfythe needsof eachchurch.

While attemptingto caterto eachchurch,I havekepttoo muchof mein eachchurch. I proposethattherebelessof me,

andmoreof YOU!

Eachtime that I approachtheAltar, I praythatGod'swordsareheard,while my wordsaredecreased. I want this to be

a major draw in eachchurch. I want thereto be lessof me,andmoreof you. Peoplecometo churchbecauseof the

relationshipsin the churchthat you build. I wanteachchurchto be successfulin this venture,so that your ministries

cangrow,andpeoplecanseeChrist.

BishopWebb,the speakerat theBishopôsRetreat,advocatedleadingfrom the heart; to get backto the very soul of

who we are,asbelieversandfollowersof Christ. This vision teamideathat I ambeingpulled into by Godis a way for

you to takemoreleadershipin your church. Many peoplefight changebecausetheyhavetried it before,andit failed.

We haveall seenmiraclesworkedin the heartsof loved oneswho havecometo believein the nameof Jesus. Many

times,whatwastried,did not work. Until somethingor someonelit somesortof spiritualfire underthem. Thesameis

trueof ministry; Godbringsustogetherfor sucha time asthis. We areall differentthanwe weremonths,or yearsago.

ThismaybethetimethatGodis callingusto act,andmakeacertaindifference.

Februarybringsmanyopportunitiesto think of love. And love comesin manyforms. We love our family, evenif we

can't standthem. We love our spouse,eventhoughthey drive us crazy. We love our church,evenif it is only on

Sunday. We love our country,andsomeevendiedfor her. Sohow muchdo we love humankind?Are we willing to let

go of ourselvesso that others may see Christ Jesus,healer of all brokenness?Are we willing to exposeour

underbellies,showourvulnerableside,andproclaimChristin all we do?

I believethatthevisioningteamof eachchurchputsownershipof themissionof thechurchbackin your hands. If you

arenotonewho is goodwith outsidethebox thinking,thenput your trustin Godthatothersmighthavethatgift. If you

areunableto do the physicalwork of the church,thenpray hard for the thing that God wantsto seehappenin your

church. Prayfor me,your pastor. Prayfor Kathy,asshehasmuchdiscernmentleft to do. Prayfor Paula,who is taking

someof theloadoff of my shoulderssothatI canunderstandhowbestto teachandtrain theleadersin eachchurch.

And mostof all, prayfor thevisioningteams,thepeoplewho seethatthingsgetdone,andthosewho areprayingwith

you to seea newthingaccomplished. To quotea personof greatfaith,ñprayfor revival in yourchurchò. Whatwill that

look like? I amcuriousandanxiousto find out.

Blessingsonour journeytogether,
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Ministerôs Musings
By Kathy Miller

WarmGreetingsFriends,

For a numberof years,I havereadandrereadthe book,The Darknessandthe Dawn,by oneof

my favorite authors,CharlesñChuckòSwindoll. Becauseit takesthe readerfrom ChristôsLast

Supperto His Resurrection,I have chosento read it eachyear during Lent. If you have the

opportunity to borrow the book or to buy a copy for yourself, you will find it extremely

informationalandspirituallyuplifting.

Thebookjackettellsus,ñBetweentheilluminating bits of technicalandhistoricalinformationhe

(Dr. Swindoll) tucks passionatepleasfor all whoselives are mired in darknessto reachout in

trustto theonly Onewho canbring usto thelight. He says,óWeôredealingherewith a mixtureof

vital things that makea difference. Takenseriously,they can transformyour thinking andalter

your destiny.ô

The premiseof this book is the bedrockreality that suffering brings us to the graceof God.

Throughpain and illness, throughmistreatmentand unfairness,greatcharacteremerges. When

we contemplatethe Crossandthe Resurrectiontogether,asDr. Swindoll doesin this book, then

we seeclearlythatthepaththroughthedarknesscanleadusto thedawn.ò

Readit! You will begladyou did. I amwilling to loanyou my copy.

In His name,
Kathy      



Page 5

Parish News

Can you believe that Lent startsthis month? Ash Wednesdayis on Wednesday,

February10. A Tri-CountyParishserviceis beingplanned(moredetailsto come).

The annualLentenLuncheonswill be held againthis yearat CantonEcumenical,

sponsoredby the Canton MinisterôsNetwork. (formerly the Canton Area

Ministerium) Thefirst LentenLuncheonwill beon February15 beginningat 11:45

a.m. TheLuncheonscontinueeveryTuesdayin Lent,with a differentministerfrom

theareaspeaking. Pleaseplanto attend!

Somethingto think abouté

It hasbeenon my heartfor awhile now, and God hasbeentelling me we should

bring back somethingweôvebeenmissing for quite sometime now. Iôvebeen

kicking around the idea of bringing back the Monday Morning Ladies Prayer

Group, and was hoping I could get someinput from the ladiesof the parish. (it

wouldnôthaveto be on MondayMorning, we could comeup with anotherday as

well) I know that its former leader,the late Pat Rosnerfrom St. Johnôswould be

happyif we could reinstatethis group,and I would really like to give it a try. I

have even come up with a new namefor the group, WesleyôsPrayerWarriors,

namedafter JohnWesley,the founderof theUnited MethodistChurch. (but that is

alsoup for discussionéjust an ideaé) I really think duringthetimeswe areliving

in, this groupcouldreally beabenefitto our parish,our communityandtheworld.

If you areinterestedin beinga partof this groupor haveanyotherideas,pleaselet

eitherme or PastorJerryknow assoonaspossible,aswe needto seeif anyoneis

interestedbeforewe can get started. I look forward to hearingfrom you!! (from

Paula)

PastorJerryandPaulaattendedtheBishopôsRetreatin January. The speakerwas

Upper New York United Methodist Bishop, Mark Webb who grew up in

Williamsport, PA. He was a former Pastorand District Superintendentin our

Conference. It wasa wonderful time of restandspiritual renewal. Thankyou for

allowing usto attend! Herearesomepicturesfrom theevent:
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Shunk News
By Suzi Fisher

Sunday School at 10:00 AM.  All are welcome J

Bible Study with Pastor Jerry continues on Thursdays 1 PM upstairs at the church.  This is open to 

everyone so please come join us.

Jan. 17 - Sanctity of Human Life Sunday - The annual Baby Bottle Campaign has begun.  All 

proceeds benefit the Endless Mountains Pregnancy Care Centerôs ministry to women in our 

community.  The bottles are to collect ñpocket changeò and/or checks made out to EMPCC until 

March 20.  The bottles are available at the front of the church.

Feb. 7 ïSouperBowl Sunday - Please bring cans of soup for the Food Pantry. (monetary donations 

are also accepted)

Feb. 10-Ash Wednesday

Feb. 14ïMission Sundayéa second collection will be taken.

Feb. 14ïHappy Valentineôs Day!!

Feb. 15-Presidentsô Day

SPECIAL THANKS to all who helped take the Christmas decorations down especially Ken Quail!

If you know of a shut-in you would like listed in the bulletin please contact Paula Schmidt.

February marks the beginning of Lent.  There are so many in the world today who have so little. We 

are so very blessed to live in America!  God gave us the ultimate gift of His son, Jesus Christ, who 

paid for our salvation with His own suffering and blood.   It seems like we can sacrifice something 

during the 40 days before Easter.

Canton Ecumenical News
By Paula Schmidt

Our Monthly Dinner will be held on Tuesday,February9 at 5:00 p.m. This month features

Fettuccini Alfredo and Spaghettiand Meatballs. Dinner includes,entrée,Salad,beverage,and

dessert. Thecostis $6.00 perpersonandtake-outsareavailable. ComecelebrateValentineôsDay

a bit earlywith theonesyou love!

The Canton Food Pantry item for February is Chicken Noodle Soup. Thank you for your

faithfulnessto this local ministry, helping peoplein needright here in our community! Your

generosityis greatlyappreciatedby theneedyin our town.

Donôtforget that during the winter monthswe haveour servicesupstairsin FellowshipHall. If

youhavenôtexperiencedthe servicein FellowshipHall, we encourageyou to comeworshipGod

in thismorecasualsetting. You will beblessed.
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Ward News
By Paula Schmidt

First of all, we arestill looking for someoneto be the informationpersonfor Ward

Churchfor itemsto beput in this newsletter. If you areableto bethis person,please

contactPaulaassoonaspossible. You would only haveto get theinformationto me

oncea month,sowe canget it into thenewsletter. Pleaseprayerfullyconsidertaking

on this position,that way, your informationwill be sureto be in the newslettereach

month. Wewouldnôtwantto missanythingimportantthat is comingup thateveryone

shouldknow about!

Donôtforget! The FebruaryBusinessMeeting will be held at the home of Ruth

Morse on Thursday,February4 at 7:15 p.m. Pleaseplan to attend,we havesome

newideasfor Memorials.

Thank you to the Comfort Quilters for the wonderful work you do!  I know your 

efforts are greatly appreciated by those who receive a quilt.

Some words of wisdom from John Wesley
From John Wesleyôs Words and Wisdom 2016 Calendar:

It was free grace that ñformed man of the dust of the ground, 

and breathed into him a living soul,ò

and stamped on that soul the image of God.

The greatest of all blessings, salvation; what can we say to these things, but, 

ñThanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift!ò

There is nothing we are, or have, or do, which can deserve the least thing at Godôs 

hand. ñAll our works, Thou, O God, hast wrought in us.ò

Grace is the source, faith the condition, of salvation.

Believe, ñthat God is; that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek himò; and 

that he is to be sought by glorifying him as God, by giving him thanks for all things, 

and by a careful practice of moral virtue, of justice, mercy, and truth, toward their 

fellow creatures.ò

©2015 by Abingdon Press. All rights reserved.  ISBN 9781426797521
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St. Johnôs News
By Andrea Sutton

Winter has arrived and we are all relaxing after the hectic Christmasseasonwhich just passed. All the

decorationsaredown,putaway,andnow just sit with acupof your favoritehotbeverageandenjoy. But wait! I

must get readyfor Valentine'sDay. As I am looking at the calendar,I also seesomethingelsemarkedon

February10. It couldn'tbe. Do my eyesdecieveme?It can'tsaythat! It's can'tbeAsh Wednesdayandthestart

of Lent. I just got overAdventandChristmas. Well, astheold adagesays,"No restfor thewicked." Justhow

wickedcanI be?

With thecomingof winter, everyonecanenjoy thewonderfulprayerbreakfastswhich havetakenplace,at the

Heller'sandonFeb. 6 at theUnruh's. Thosewho attendedtheonehostedby theHeller'ssaidit wasgreat!Good

food, fun, fellowship andprayerwasall part of the morning. It will be the sameat the Unruh's. Pleasemake

time in yourscheduleto join othermembersof thecongregationat thesewonderfulevents!

On Sunday, January 24, Tom Bradford, a special guest speaker was in the pulpit and spoke at Sunday school. It 

was an enjoyable day. This man was an acquaintance of Dennyôs.

Speakingof Denny,hesangwith SydneyCrawfordandCarolKneller, oneSunday. GREAT! Also Don Heller

sangon the first Sundayandasusualdid a fine job. I am sooooothankful for all the wonderfulmusic in the

church. It is like singingprayersuntotheLord.

Now back to my cup of tea. Stop, can't just sit here. I have work to do. So do you. You canôt just sit and think 

that the Lord's work will be done by someone else. It is up to you.

TheannualAsh Wednesdayschedulehasnot beenannounced,but checkthebulletin in thenearfutureto make

sureyouattend.

Usually, the SundayschoolAdult classhasa partyaroundValentine'sDay. This year,theyarethinking about

havingoneneartheendof themonth,sothat it might not beasbadweatherandit won't becloseto Valentine's

Day. Maybe we can celebratespring just aroundthe corneror even havean Eastertheme. Details will be

forthcoming. Watchthebulletin or this wonderfulnewsletter. Everyonefrom everywhereis invited. Themore

themerrier,sotheysay. Let'ssee.

To close,as usual I am long winded,hereis a poemabout love and a Februaryafternoon. If you haveany

poems,thoughts,or ponderingsyou would like to share,just let meknow. Theysurelycanbepublishedin this

newsletter.

Thank you for a February afternoon that felt like spring,

Blessings are the things we take for granted. 

A person to talk to, Friends to laugh with,

Music to listen to, Movies to watch,

Food in my stomach, Air in my lungs,

Knowledge in my mind, Emotions in my heart.

Teach me through all my frustrations,

My angers, My shames,

My sorrows, To remember your grace

On a February afternoon that felt like spring.

Happy Lent. Remember Jesus is the Reason for this season also. More about Lent and the wonderful thing the 

Lord did for us all in next months newsletter. Each day should be Valentine's Day. Love to all from St. John's.

Background picture/Creative Commons/Openclipart.org
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BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER

Thankyou for participatingin thisyearôsBabyBottle Campaign. This is

our largestfundraiserof the year,and it is somethingthe whole family

canparticipatein! Throughyour contributionswe areableto offer free

ultrasounds,baby clothes,maternityclothes,and clients earncar seats

andpack-n-playsthroughour EarnWhile You Learnparentingclasses.

God Saysé.

For you created my inmost being, you knitted me together in my motherôs 

womb.  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 

works are wonderful,  I know that full well.  My frame was not hidden 

from you when I was made in the secret place.  When I was woven 

together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body.  

All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of 

them came to be.  Psalm 139: 13 ï16 NIV

By filling a babybottle with change,you supportthe work of EMPCC.

We help strugglingparentshavethecourageto makea decisionfor life.

Babies,like the onepicturedhere,think what we do is really important.

We help savelives! I hopethat you agreeandyou will takea bottle or

two to fill . We cannotthink of anythingmoreworthwhile for you to do

with your change. Onbehalfof theparentsandkids, thankyou!!
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Remembering Roses
By Beverly Wright

Everyyearsomeoneasksmeif I still go out to Californiaandwork on theRoseParadefloatsandthis

year,PastorJerryaskedif I would write an article for the Circuit Rider. It's been10 yearssinceI

haveworkedon thefloatsandit hasbeen14yearssinceI wentout the1st time for the2002parade.

That 1st yearmy sister-in-law and I werenot surewe wereevengoing to get thereasour flight in

Buffalo, NY wascanceleddueto asnowstorm. Wedebatedwhetherto wait andseeif wecouldgeta

flight the next day or drive to Pittsburghto catcha flight that would take us to Washington,DC

beforeflying to LA. Wedroveto Pittsburgh,andit wasagoodthing,asthatwastheyearBuffalo got

almost7 ft. of snowduringa5-daysnowstorm.

Work on thefloatswould startat8:00 AM andcontinueuntil 11:00 PM exceptonDecember30when

it would continueuntil everythingwasdoneinto the early morninghoursof the 31st. FiestaParade

Floatshadto havetheir floats readyandwaiting for the 2nd roundof judging at 9:00 AM. (The 1st

roundof judging wasdoneduring the decoratingprocess). If you werestill decoratingfor the 2nd

round you got points taken off. There were usually different groupsof volunteersthat cameat

different times. We workedin the florist areawheredifferent flowers from all over the world were

processedfor the floats. It was fun to try to guesswherethe flowers camefrom. One yearsome

boxes markedñtulipsòcame in. We knew where they came fromðwrongðthey came from

California.

Our jobscould beanythingfrom wrappingoasisin chickenwire, countingout 50 to 100 flowersper

bucket, removing the stamenfrom the lilies, which we called ñpickingthe nose of the liliesò,

clumping,which is sticking flowers in oasis,but not arrangingthem,and makingroseballs, which

were½ spheresholding anywherefrom 20 to 35rosesdependingonhow big theroseswere.

Onenight aswe weregettingreadyto call it quitswhenwewereaskedif we couldremovethethorns

from somerosesbeforewe left. It shouldn'ttakelong, therewereonly 600. Anothertime on the

lastdayof decorating,60,000roseshadto beput on theDr. Pepperfloat andeveryonewastired, but

agroupof Girl Scoutswererecruitedto finish theproject.

Sometimesa specialcolor of rosesis desiredand is developjust for that purpose. When you see

bucketsof freshbrownroses,all you canthink is, who would wanta brownrose. Until you seefour

different shadesof brownrosesbeingusedto createbeautifulwoodpanelingfor astationwagon.

Oneyear therewasa shortageof red carnations. 60,000 carnationswereneededto decorateUncle

Sam'sred coat. Every inch of the float hasto be decoratedwith organicmaterial. The backof his

coatwasa little sparsearoundthebottom,but otherflowerskind of sprangup from thefloat to cover

it up. Anothertime, therewasforsythiathat wasn'tin full bloom. I hadto moveit aroundto find a

warmspotof sunshineto getit to openup.

You don't really understandtheir sizeuntil you seethemup close. Thereis no limit on sizeexcept

theymustbeableto retractto under17 1/2ïft. in 60 secondsto getunderanunderpasson Colorado

Boulevard. Also, they mustbe ableto makethe cornerat OrangeGrove andColoradoBoulevards.

The averagefloat is 55 ft. long, 30 ft. high and18 ft. wide. The numberof flowers on the average

float would supplyanaverageflorist for 5 years. The1st yearthat FiestaParadeFloatsdid theRose

Queenfloat they wererequiredto put at least5,000 roseson it. They put 15,000 roseson it. They

estimate18million flowersareusedto decoratethefloatseachyear.
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(continued from page 10)

We didn't work with dried material,but it was the dry materialthat amazedme. The plant materials

can be fresh,dried, chopped,sliced, ground,ironed, but neverdyed. You neverrealizehow much

rolled oats,coconut, andcinnamontheyuseuntil you work on the floats. How manypoundsof black

onion seedsto makeblack stripeson a tiger that is bigger thana Clydesdale? To get skin tonesfor

their humancharactersthey usea mix of crushedwalnut shells,cinnamon,cornmeal,andpaprika. A

toadstoolcould havea capmadeout of slicesof dried oranges,grapefruit,or lemons. Another one

might bemadeout of ironedcornhuskswith groupsof rosesfor dots.

And the useof fruits andvegetables. A borderaroundthe bottomof the float could containa mixture

of sweetcorn, peppers,cauliflower, carrots,and onions, along with a few flowers, of course. A

competingfloat companyusedblueberriesto createtiles for a floor. Potatoesandsmall gray squash

becamecobblestoneson a path. Kidney beansmakea beautiful looking train enginealongwith more

blackonionseeds.

We sawsometeenagersflatteningapricotsandaskedwhat they weregoing to be usedfor. They had

no idea,but later we sawsomeonegluing themonto an orangestegosaurusaspart of its hide, andits

underbellywasmadeof goldenraisins,which hadto begluedoneata time.

Of course,you cannotforget thepeopleyou meetfrom all overthecountry. A lady who wasoriginally

from the Philippines,cameinto the areawhereI wasworking. Someonehadtold her we hadBells-of

Irelandandwantedto knowwhattheylookedlike. Shehadlived in theareafor 40 yearsandit washer

1st time to work on thefloats. Shehadavery interestingstoryof howshecameto theUS.

Thenthereis Johnnie. It wasthe last full day of decorating. I noticeda lady sitting all by herselfat

breakfastat the motel we werestaying. I askedif shewould like to join us. Shenoticedour flora

badgesthat got us into our work areasandaskedwhat we weredoing. Sheaskedif shecould help,

her husbandwas going to watch football gamesall day andshehad to entertainherself. Shewasa

lifesaverfor usthat1st year. It turnedout sheworkedfor a florist for 10 yearsandwhenwewereasked

to go get a flower that we didn't know what it was,all we hadto do wasaskher. And sheknew the

tricks of thetrade.

My sister-in-law and I went 4 times together and had a wonderful time with great experiences.  

Creative Commons/glogster.com
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Mini Oreo Cheesecakes

From Tasty

Ingredients:

16 oz. cream cheese, softened

1/2 cup sour cream

1/2 cup sugar 

1 teaspoon vanilla

2 eggs

Oreos, 12 whole, 5 crushed

Directions:

In a large bowl, combine cream cheese, sour cream, sugar and vanilla with a hand 

mixer.  When they are well combined, beat in the eggs.  Set aside.

Line a cupcake pan with paper liners.  Place an Oreo in the bottom of each cup.  Fill 

each cup with the cream cheese mixture.  Top with some crushed Oreos.

Bake at 275 degrees for 22 minutes.  Cool, then refrigerate for 3 hours.  These 

freeze well for future use!

Black Forest Torte
Submitted by Karen Robertson

Ingredients:

5 cups miniature marshmallows

1 package chocolate cake mix (any kind is ok, I use Devilôs Food)

1 can (21 oz.) cherry pie filling

1 (8oz.) Carton frozen whipped topping, thawed

Directions:

Sprinkle marshmallowsin a greased13x9 inch bake pan. Preparecake batter

accordingto packagedirections; put overthemarshmallows. Spoonpie filling over

the batter. Bake at 350 degreesfor 1 hour or until a toothpick insertednearthe

center comes out clean. Cool. Frost with whipped topping. Store in the

refrigerator. I preferto refrigeratecakewithout the toppingandput the toppingon

eachpiecewhenI amreadyto servethecake.



Page 13

You Gotta Laugh! 

Creative Commons/www.henry4.com

Creative Commons/www.cartoonstock.com

Creative Commons/pinterest.com
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News from the Susquehanna Conference

January5, 2016

DearClergyandLaity of theSusquehannaAnnualConference:

Graceto you in themostpreciousnameof JesusChrist,Princeof Peace,Healerof

our BrokennessandHopeof theWorld!

In accordancewith Disciplinary Paragraph418 of the 2012 Book of Discipline,

with muchjoy andgratitude,I announcethat theRev. Beth Joneswill continue to

serveasa District Superintendentof theSusquehannaAnnualConferencefor her

seventhyear and will be re-appointedto the Williamsport District as of July 1st,

2016. Upon the recommendationof the Williamsport District Committee on

Superintendencyand after consultationwith the Cabinet,I am pleasedthat Rev.

Joneshasaffirmedherpresentappointmentto continue.

Rev. Joneshasprovidedsignificantleadershipto theWilliamsportDistrict, andshe

hasbeenvery instrumentalin helpingtheclergyandthechurchesof thedistrict to

be more intentional in their mission of making disciplesof JesusChrist for the

transformationof theworld. Amonghergifts thathavebeenuplifted by theDistrict

Committeeare: her visionary and servantleadershipto form and lead the larger

Williamsport District, her honestyand professionalism,her willingness to listen,

andher strongandfocusedspiritual life. Rev. Joneshasdemonstratedthat unique

ability to helpclergyandlaity alike to takerisksandto truly bethepeopleof God. I

am most grateful for the Cabinet of the SusquehannaConferenceand for the

particular gifts and graces that Rev. Jones has brought to this team. Her

contributionsto theNortheasternJurisdictionalConferenceandthegeneralchurch,

as well as to the district and the conference,are significant and appreciatedby

many. We aregratefulaswell for herhusbandTom andhis supportof herministry.

Your prayersfor Bethwould begreatlyappreciatedasshecontinuesherministry of

superintendencyamongus. Sheis a gift to our belovedchurchfor sucha time as

this.

With You in Christ'sMinistry,

JeremiahJ. Park
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24 Hour Prayer Vigil Set 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
On May 10 - 20, 2016, 864 delegates from all around the world will gather in Portland, Oregon for 
General Conference 2016. Held every four years, with the guidance of God's Spirit, the future direction 
of our United Methodist Church is crafted and held up before the whole church for our life together. 

This conference gathering will be both a challenge and an opportunity for the delegates representing 
our United Methodist Conferences to act as the church's top legislative body. All delegates are elected by 
their annual conferences to serve. Half of the delegates are lay and half are clergy. In the course of these 
11 days, the delegates will prayerfully church's set the official position and church policies regarding 
such important issues as mission, vision, discipleship, structure, spiritual formation, human sexuality, 
war, peace and set the General Church funding for ministry plan for the next four years. 

On December 2, 2015, our Council of Bishops encouraged each of our 131 Conferences to hold a 24 
hour prayer vigil . In so doing one conference will be continually praying for our delegates, bishops and 
leadership for the 131 days leading up to General Conference! 

Our Susquehanna Conference 24 Hour Prayer Vigil is set for March 4th, from 12:00 am through 
11:59 pm. We are asking pastors and local church leaders to organize a vigil in their congregation or 
charge and join our other 900+ local churches in prayer for that 24 hour period. Each church or charge 
can develop their own plan which will fit their needs. The important thing is that we all covenant 
together to do our part of this important prayer vigil!! 

A special prayer vigil web page will be added to our conference web site at susumc.org/ gcprayervigil
There you will find a listing of our delegates so that you might include their names in your prayers. You 
will also find resources to help you plan your church-wide experience. Prayers, service ideas, and other 
suggestions appear for your possible use or create your own special way to be a part of this critically 
important time of prayer. 

Thanks in advance for taking responsibility to make this happen in your church or charge. Prayer really 
does make a difference, especially when we do it together as the whole body of Christ! After all, we are 
"Better Together!" 

Grace & Peace! 
Rev. Mike Bealla
Director of Connectional Ministries 

Our Parish is going to participate in this prayer vigil.  You simply have to sign up to pray during 
the times designated for your church.  (from wherever you might be at that time) We will have 
sign-up sheets available closer to the day of the vigil.  The times will be:

CEP: 12 a.m. to 6 a.m.
Shunk: 6 a.m. to 12 noon
3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ρς ÎÏÏÎ ÔÏ φ ÐȢÍȢ
Ward 6 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.
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Love Bible Verses

Luke 6: 31

Do to others as you would have them do to you.

Luke 6: 35

But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get 

anything back.  Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, 

because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.

Romans 12:9

Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

Romans 13: 10

Love does no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

1 Corinthians 13: 4 ï8 

Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not 

rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love 

does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails.  But where there are prophesies, 

they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, 

it will pass away.

1 Corinthians 13: 13

And now these three remain:  faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love.

Ephesians 4: 2

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.

1 Peter 4: 8

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins.

1 John 4: 7

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves 

has been born of God and knows God.

Ephesians 5: 25

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.

Proverbs 17: 17

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.
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ñMorning, Mr. Popò
Originally written by Tim Taylor/Condensed and edited

From ñThe Fishwrapper, January 2014 Edition

Hisñcallingcardòis thekind thechildrenatBellevuelike best.

Two nurses,standingat the doorwayof New YorkôsBellevueHospital,smiledas the

short, chubbyold man trudgeddown the hall, a batteredcanvassatchelin hand. A

doctorlookedup,grinnedbroadlyandsaid,ñMorning,Mr. Pop.òthelittle mannodded

cheerfullyandwalkedby.

Thesehospitalworkers,aswell asthousandsof NewYorkôschildren,will neverforget

Mr. Pop. For over14 yearshecameto thehospitalregularly. For a long time hespent

onemorningor afternoona weekvisiting the nine wardspopulatedby boysandgirls,

stoppingto talk with, or smileat, eachbedôsoccupant,andmovingon after leavinghis

calling cardïa cellophane-wrappedlollipop.

Mr. Popï77 -year-old HymanKullick , a retiredhousepainterdistributedthousandsof

lollipops at Bellevue,althoughexactnumbersareof no consequencein affairs of the

heart. Children looked forward to his visits with the feeling usually reservedfor the

newsthat they areaboutto leavethe hospital,while newcomerswho had neverseen

Mr. Popanxiouslyawaitedthestockygentlemantheyheardsomuchabout.

If he was making his tour around lunch time, he would ask, ñHaveyou had your

lunch?òIf theanswerwasyes,a work ïworn handwent into thesatchelandemerged

with a candy-stick. But if the child hadnôteaten,Mr. Popwould sayhe will returnor

securea promisethatthecandywouldnôtbeeatenuntil after thenoonmeal.

ñLollipopsare good for children,òhe would say. ñTheyhave a stick, so even the

youngestchild is safewith one. And theydonôthurt sorethroatsócausethey can be

licked.ò

Thenheadded,ñIôveworkedhardall my life, but alwaysI thoughtaboutchildrenand

how I couldhelp themenjoy themselves. ThenI thoughtof lollipops andthehospital.

Thelook on thechildren'sôfacesis somethingto see.ò

Mr. Popwasunwilling to calculatehow muchhis candy-giving cost. ñIworkedyears

asa painterandsaveda fewdollars,òhesaid,ñYouknow how it is.ò

Mr. Pop himself had often beenconfined to Bellevue, for he neededtreatmentsfor

arthritis. But whetherhe wasa patientor a visitor, Mr. Popwasknown andloved by

thousandswho didnôtknow his real nameor anythingabouthim exceptthat he was

good,andcheerful,anddelightedin spreadinghappiness.

Backgroundpicture/Creative Commons/pinterest.com
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